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We may struggle to fi nd the “good” referenced in the passage 
from Romans with the seemingly constant barage of “not so 

good” being reported by the national and local news outlets.  Yet as I refl ect back on the chal-
lenges we have faced this year as a faith community, mostly related to changes in ministry due 
to COVID-19, there are many good things to report.  Here are just a few:

God’s goodness and faithfulness has remained steadfast.   We have regularly been fed 
at God’s table in worship, whether that table was in our homes, in the parking lot or around the 
altar in our sanctuary.  We have been renewed in the promises of baptism as 9 new children of 
God came to our baptismal font this year.  God stirred in the hearts of 20 people who decided 
to join our congregation, even though some of them had never physically been in our building.

We are reaching new people in new ways.  We may have never thought of moving our wor-
ship online without the pandemic, but we now know that online is here to stay.  Online doesn’t 
replace the experience of worshipping or connecting in person, but it does allow us to reach 
people who would otherwise not connect with our ministry: those that don’t live in Cincinnati, 
those that are new to the area, those that are church shopping, those that are homebound or 
traveling.

YOU have remained steadfast in your faithfulness and generosity.  You have been 
diligent about connecting with Good Shepherd through worship, programs and relationships, 
while adjusting to new formats and worship times.  We were also able to meet or exceed our 
commitments to our community outreach partners.   Organizations and partners like our very 
own Edge House, the Southern Ohio Synod, Habitat for Humanity, the Haitian Timoun Foun-
dation and Graceworks benefi ted from your generosity and support of our mission.  We even 
were able to begin a new intentional outreach initiative with St. Mark’s Manor, a Graceworks 
apartment community for low-income seniors.  

Finally, we celebrated with Deacon Debbie Jones as she retired after serving for 34 years 
as Good Shepherd’s Director of Worship and Music.  Debbie will surely be missed, but we trust 
that God will bring good from the seeds of ministry she planted as we prepare to welcome 
Kevin Seal into that position in late September of 2021. 

God has surely been guiding and leading us into many good things!  This report will hopefully 
stir up in you a sense of hope, encouragement and joy in what God is doing!

“We know that all things work to-
gether for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to 
his purpose.” -  Romans 8:28

Peace,
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Annually Budgeted for Outreach

Outreach has always been important to Good 
Shepherd, which is why our congregation sets 
aside so much of our annual budget to serve 
people  outside our walls.  From local organiza-
tions like Habitat for Humanity and Adopt-
A-Class to international non-profi ts like the 
Haitian Timoun Foundation, we have con-
tinued to share God’s love both near and far.

$51,186

$2,500
$3,900
$6,800
$11,400
$12,000

NEEDS Food Drive

Haiti Earthquake Relief (HTF)

Alan Grif th Home (Habitat)

Christmas Gift Program

Hoops for Haiti (HTF)

Souper Bowl of Caring (NEEDS)

Special Collections
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The pandemic continues to take its toll in ways 
that we are learning about, which is why Car-
ing For All Members (CFAM) is so important.

The Shepherd’s Pantry has remained open 
throughout the pandemic providing food and 
household items to stretch budgets and fi ll  
gaps.  Many thanks to the Monday Morning 
Work Crew for the excellent upgrade they gave 
the Pantry this past year (top picture)!  

Stephen Ministers have walked with those 
that needed a listening ear during these trying 
times.  Blessings to all of our ministers, includ-
ing Sharon Norris who took on a new role this 
past year as a Leader within the group (bottom 
picture).

The Prayer Chain has provided folks a way 
to share the burdens or blessings of daily life, 
while Parish Visitors provided regular con-
nections for our homebound members.  We 
are truly blessed to have so many members 
committed to supporting our fl ock!

15
124

10
Stephen Ministers

CFAM Ministries

Prayer Chain Emails 4



Good Shepherd provided a vareity of opportu-
nities for children and families to live out their 
faith in practical ways this past year.

At-Home Resources, like ofrenda kits or Ad-
vent calendars, gave parents activities that 
fostered discussions with their children about 
faith while also highlighting seasons and cele-
brations throughout the church year.

Vacation Bible School was back in-person 
in 2021. Children had the opportunity to learn 
about God’s love through songs, skits, art, and 
friendship.

Our online Family Sermons provided Bible 
stories in fun and different ways, usually with 
the use of action fi gures or other kids toys.  
These videos have been some of our most-en-
gaged with Facebook posts, with several vid-
eos each reaching thousands of people.

103
41 
30

VBS Kids

Summer Camp Participants

VBS Volunteers

8000+Family Sermon Views
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Having time and space to connect with friends 
and faith is an important part of any youth’s 
faith journey.

Tweens (4th - 6th grades) found many ways 
to engage their faith this past year.  They col-
lected food during the Souper Bowl of Caring 
and developed relationships with residents of 
St Marks’ Community.  They even tested their 
Bible knowledge at the fi rst ever Bible Bowl.  

Confi rmation (7th - 8th grades) continued 
to meet online and attend outdoor retreats as 
they learned about our Lutheran faith.  10 stu-
dents joined GSLC as confi rmed members of 
our congregation in September 2020.

Senior High (9th - 12th grades) served oth-
ers monthly at Tikkun Farm, a Lutheran urban 
farm located in Mt Healthy.  Tikkun also served 
as the site for their local summer mission trip.  
Fun activities like campfi res, walks in the park, 
and an online cooking party built lasting friend-
ships and connections.  GSLC celebrated the 
graduation of 18 seniors this past May.

“By far my favorite experiences from 
my years with [the Senior High Youth 
Group] have been the mission trips.  
We are truly vessels for God’s grace 
in the way that we serve others and 
spread His abundance to those in 
need.” - Sam Kroeger (Baccalaurette 
Speach, May 8, 2021) 6



Pastor Alice Connor and Matthew Petersen 
continued to minister to and support college 
students despite the various  university guide-
lines and restrictions that limited in-person 
gatherings.  

Activities like NOSH  (The Edge House’s week-
ly combination meal & worship) or board game 
events were moved outside to provide safer 
spaces for students to meet.  Virtual meetings 
were utilized for Discipleship Groups, small 
groups that fostered deep conversations and 
connections among participants.  

Christmas-time Care Packages were sent to 
35 students that provided supplies to build in-
home prayer altars.  These care packages also 
contained notes of encouragement from Good 
Shepherd members.

The Edge House also saw the departure of 
Matthew from its staff.  While we were sad to 
see Matthew go, we wish him Godspeed as he 
started a new career at Hospice of Cincinnati.

“The Edge House is different than oth-
er college ministries because there I 
never feel like I have to think or be a 
certain way to be accepted, instead 
they accept everyone as they already 
are.” - Kyler J. (Late Summer 2020 
Edge House Newsletter)
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Building regular habits of service, faith forma-
tion and fellowship helps adults stay on the 
path of discipleship their entire lives.

Small Groups like Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS), Pub Theology, Walk Talk Pray, and Lit-
erature & Our Faith kept members engaged 
when we were primarily meeting online or out-
side.  As society has opened up, they have con-
tinue to be places were adults fi nd friendship, 
support, and connection.

“It was supposed to be 4 weeks and 
now we’ve been doing it almost a 
year.” - Kristin Kalsem on how Walk 
Talk Pray grew this past year. 

“Mary Adams came to me...and 
[asked] ‘Do you think that there’s a 
chance that we could be doing more 
with Graceworks?’ and I [replied] 
‘Absolutely!’” - Beth Townsend on 
how we became more involved with 
Graceworks this past year.

Service opportunities, like sharing God’s 
love with students at Taft Elementary or build-
ing homes with Habitat for Humanity, help 
folks put their faith into action.  Through the 
leadership of several members serving on 
Graceworks’ board, we were able to expand 
our outreach ministry to people living in retire-
ment and special needs communities.
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How we come together has been anything but 
“normal” this past year.  From virtual worship 
that people would do on their own to in-person 
livestreamed worship services (and everything 
in between), Good Shepherd continued to fi nd 
ways to gather us around God’s table.

While the pandemic required Good Shepherd 
to provide online worship resources to the con-
gregation, Church Council and staff also real-
ized we had an opportunity to look towards the 
future and invest in equipment that would pro-
vide high-quality livestreamed video each and 
every week.  

Good Shepherd also invested in personnel.  
Starting in December 2020, Scott Puthoff 
made the jump from part-time Media Special-
ist to full-time Director of Online Ministry, pri-
marily tasked with developing our livestream 
capabilities and improving our online resourc-
es.

21Recorded Services

5,307Worship Services Views

40 Livestreamed Services
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Long-time Director of Worship & Music, Dea-
con Debbie Jones (pictured center with hus-
band Steve), retired on August 31, 2021 after 
34 years of service to our congregation.  Over 
that time, she participated in the installation 
of our pipe organ, the celebration of 500th An-
niversay of the Reformation, thousands of wor-
ship services, and countless practices, work-
shops and special concerts.  We were blessed 
to have her and her family in our church family  
for so long and are excited for her to enter into 
this new season of life.

We are also excited to look towards the fu-
ture with her successor, Kevin Seal (pictured 
bottom).  Kevin comes to us from Tuscon, AZ, 
where he most recently served as organist for 
Lutheran congregations in the area.  Please 
help us welcome him, and his wife Elizabeth, 
to the GSLC family on September 27th.

Sharing Our Music
Music is an integral part 
of our Lutheran faith.  It 
connects us to worship.  
It brings us closer to God.  

It also helps spread our message to new peo-
ple - videos we made for online worship have 
brought new eyes to our music and ministry.  
One video in particular (They’ll Know We Are 
Christians By Our Love Lyric Video) had a 
big impact last year on YouTube.

113Added 
Subscribers

149,200Times Video Thumbnail
Shown to Viewers

31,322Video
Views
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Looking Foward
As we look to the year ahead, your generosity is already on full display.  During our Stewardship 
Campagin in May 2021, 146 Households indicated that they would start a new pledge to our 
congregation or increased their current plege in the coming year.  This allows Good Shepherd to 
continue to share our abundance with those that are in need.

From Habitat to Haiti and beyond, you revealed your love for God and neighbor through special 
appeals and your support of our ministry this past year.  We know that our outreach ministries 
will continue to evolve in the coming year and that you are committed to answering that call.  
Our outreach with Graceworks has been mostly about building relationships - we are excited to 
see where God is calling us to be a part of their communities.  Even though there are still restric-
tions on university campuses, Pastor Alice is excited that the students are back on campus and 
for the many possibilities and and connections that the new year has in store.

With online worship available, we have seen an uptick in our overall worship attendance from 
2019 to 2020.  We saw an increase in weekly worship attendance from 373 people to 816 peo-
ple due to our investment in online worship.  We are hopeful that these new ways of engaging 
people online will help us spread the Word of God farther than we have ever done before.

We are seeing the return of small groups and outreach ministries that haven’t gathered in over  a 
year.  The 55+ Club is back, meeting monthly to share a meal and hear guest speakers.  Peace 
Circle has returned with their regular Bible studies and fellowship opportunities.  While the 
Piecemakers have been active during the pandemic, they are back to meeting monthly at GSLC 
to create quilts and other fabric art to comfort the sick and weary.

Since most of regular church rhythms and routines were disrupted by COVID-19, we had the 
opportunity to take a step back and do some dreaming about how we could better live into our 
mission to “Share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith, and Serve Others”.  That dreaming resulted 
in good things, including a new Sunday morning scheudle that will have a dedicated education 
hour for all ages.  Good Shepherd Connect will take place each Sunday from 10 am to 11 am.  
It will be a time that we can be focused on growing deeper connections with God, with each other, 
and with our community.  Plan to join us on Sundays at 10 am and experience it for yourself!

Regardless of what the future has in store for Good Shepherd, we trust that God will continue to 
guide us and lead us to many more good things to come.  Blessings to you all!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
7701 Kenwood Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45236
513.891.1700
www.goodshepherd.com


